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Initiative Measure to be Submitted Directly to the Electors 
TITLE AND SUMMARY AS PREPARED 
BY ATTORNEY GENERAL 
INITIATIVE. Initiative measure amend-
ing Article IV, Section 1 of Constitution. In-
serts proviso therein increasing the number of 
signatures of qualified electors necessary to in-
itiative petition presented to Secretary of State 
under that section when such petition relates to 
assessment or collection of taxes, or provides for 
modification or repeal of this proviso; reqnires 
such nnmber to be twenty-five per cent of all 
votes cast for all gubernatorial candidates at last 
preceding election at which governor was 
elected, instead of eight per cent thereof as now 
required. Makes no other substantial change in 
section. 
SE,0TION OF THJl{nnTIATTVE PETITION CIRCU-
,', /. / LATED IN THE 
To th/Honorable Frank C. Jordan, 
Secretary of State of the State of California: 
We, the undersigned, qualified electors of the State 
of California, hereby propose to the people of the State 
of California that Section 1 of Article IV of the Constitu-
tion of the State of California, relating to the legislative 
power of the State of California, be amended so as to 
read as follows: 
Section 1. The legislative power of this State shall 
be vested in a Senate and Assembly which shall be des-
ignated "The Legislature of the State of California," 
but the people reserve to themselves the power to propose 
laws and amendments to the Constitution, and to adopt 
or reject the same, at the polls independent of the Legis-
lature, and also reserve the power, at their own option, 
to so adopt or reject any act, or section or part of any 
act, passed by the Legislature. The enacting clause of 
eYery law shall be "The people of the State of California 
do enact as follows." 
THE INITIATIVE. 
The first power reserved to the people shall be known 
as the initiative. Upon the presentation to the Secre-
tary of Rtate of a petition certified as herein provided 
to have been signed by qualified electors, equal in num-
ber to eight per cent of all the votes cast for all candi-
dates for Governor at the last preceding general election, 
at which a Governor was elected, proposing a law or 
amendment to the Constitution, set forth in full in said 
petition, the Secretary of State shall submit the said pro-
posed law or amendment to the Constitution to the elec-
tors at the next succeeding general election occurring 
subsequent to ninety days after the presentation afore-
said of said petition, or at any special election called by 
the Governor in his discretion prior to such general elec-
tion; provided, however, that if said proposed law or 
a.mendment to the Constitution relates to the assessment 
or collection of taxes, or provides for the modification 
or repeal of this proviso, it shall not be submitted to the 
eleeton under the provisions of this section, unless the 
petition proposing it is certified as herein provided to 
have been signed by qualified electors, equal in number 
to twenty-five per cent of all of the votes cast for all 
candidates for Governor at the last preceding general 
election at which a Governor was elected. All such ini-
tiative petitions prepared under this paragraph shall 
have printed across the top thereof in twelve point black-
face type the following: "Initiative measure to be sub-
mitted directly to the electors." 
Upon the presentation to the Secretary of State, at 
any time not less than ten days before the commence-
ment of any regular session of the Legislature, of a peti-
tion certified as herein provided to have been signed by 
qualified electors of the State equal in number to five per 
cent of all the votes cast for all candidates for Governor 
at the last preceding general election, at which a Gov-
ernor was elected, proposing a law set forth in full in 
said petition, the Secretary of State shall transmit the 
same to the Legislature as soon as it convenes and or-
ganizes. The law proposed by such petition shall be 
either enacted or rejected without or amendment 
by the Legislature, within forty -,~~" 
is received by the Legislature. If any law proposed by 
such petition shall be enacted by the Legislature it shall 
be subject to referendum, as hereinafter provided. If 
any law so petitioned for be rejected, or if no action is 
taken upon it by the Legislature, within said forty days, 
the Secretary of State shall submit it to the people for 
approval or rejection at the next ensuing general elec-
tion. The Legislature may reject any measure so pro-
posed by initiative petition and propose a different one 
on the same subject by a yea and llay vote upon sep-
arate roll call, and in such event both measures shall be 
submitted by the Secretary of State to the electors for 
approval or rejection at the next ensuing general election 
. or at a prior special election called by the Governor, in 
his discretion, for such purpose. All said initiative pe-
titions last above described shall have printed in twelve 
point black-face type the following: "Initiative meas-
ure to be presented to the Legislature." 
THE REFERENDUM. 
The second power reserved to the people shall be 
known as the referendum. No act passed by the Legis-
lature shall go into effect until ninety days after the 
final adjournment of the session of the Legislature which 
passed such act, except acts calling elections, acts pro-
viding for tax levies or appropriations for the usual 
current expenses of the State, and urgency measures 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public 
peace, health or safety, passed by a two-thirds vote of 
all the members elected to each house. Whenever it is 
deemed necessary for the immediate preservation of the 
public peace, health or safety that a law shall go into 
immediate effect, a statement of the facts constituting 
such necessity shall be set forth in one section of the act 
which section shall be passed only upon a yea and nay 
vote, upon a separate roll call thereon; provided, how-
ever, that no measure creating or abolishing any office 
or changing the salary, term or duties of any officer or 
granting any franchise' or special privilege, or creating 
any vested right or interest, shall be construed to be an 
urgency measure. Any law so passed by the Legislature 
and declared to be an urgency measure shall go into im-
mediate effect. 
Upon the presentation to the Secretary of State with-
in ninety days after the final adjournment of the Legis-
lature of a petition certified as herein provided to have 
been signed by qualified electors equal in numb~r to five 
per cent of all the votes cast for all candidates for Gov-
ernor at the last preceding general election at which a 
Governor was elected, asking that any act or section or 
part of any act of the Legislature be submitted to the 
electors for their approval or rejection, the Secretary of 
State shall submit to the electors for their approval or 
rejection, such act, or section or part of such act at the 
next succeeding general election occurring at a~y time 
subsequent to thirty days after the filing of said petition 
or at any special election which may be called by the 
Governor, in his discretion, prior to such regular elec-
tion, and no such act or section or part of such act shall 
go into effect until and unless approved by a majority of 
the qualified electors voting thereon j but if a referendum 
petition is filed against any section or part of any act 
the remainder of such act shall not be delayed from go-
ill g into effect. 
-
,_ .. 
Initiative Petition for Constitutional Amendment Requiring Twenty-five Per Cent 
Petition for Submission Under Initiative of Measures Relating to Taxation . 
• 
)IISCELLA~EOUS PROVISIONS. 
Any act, law or amendment to the Constitution sub-
mitted to the people by either initiative or referendum 
petition and approved by a majority of the votes cast 
thereon, at any election, shall take effect five days after 
the date of the official declaration of the vote by the 
Secretary of State. No act, law or amendment to the 
Constitution, initiated or adopted by the people, shall 
be subject to the veto power of the Governor, and no 
act, law or amendment to the Constitution, adopted by 
the people at the polls under the initiative provisions of 
this section, shall be amended or repealed except by a 
\'ote of the electors, unless otherwise provided in said in-
itiative measure; but acts and laws adopted by the peo-
pIc under the referendum provisions of this section may 
be amended by the Legislature at any subsequent session 
thereof. If any provision or provisions of two or more 
measures, approved by the electors at the same election, 
conflict, the provision or provisions of the measure re-
ceiving the highest affirmative vote shall prevail. Until 
otherwise provided by law, all measures submitted to a 
vote of the electors, under the provisions of this section, 
shall be printed, and together with arguments for and 
against each sueh measure by the proponents and oppo-
nents thereof, shall be mailed to each elector in the same 
manner as now provided by law as to amendments to 
the Constitution, proposed by the Legislature; and the 
persons to prepare and present such arguments shall, 
until otherwise provided by law, be selected by the pre-
siding officer of the Senate. 
If for any reason any initiative or referendum meas-
ure, proposed by petition as herein provided, be not sub-
mitted at the election specified in this section, such fail-
ure shall not prevent its submission at a succeeding gen-
eral election, and no law or amendment to the Consti-
tution, proposed by the Legislature, shall be submitted at 
any election unless at the same election there shall be 
submitted all measnres proposed by petition of the elec-
tors, if any be so proposed, as herein provided. 
Any initiative or referendum petition may be pre-
sented in sections, but each section shall' contain a full 
and correct copy of the title and text of the proposed 
measure. Each signer shall add to his signature his place 
of residence, giving the street and number if such exist. 
His election precinct shall also appear on the paper after 
his name. The number of signatures attached to each 
section shall be at the pleasure of the person soliciting 
signatures to the same. Any qualified elector of the State 
shall be competent to solicit said signatures within the 
county or city and county of which he is an elector. 
Each section of the petition shall bear the name of the 
county or city and county in which it is circulated, and 
only qualified electors of such county or city and county 
shall be competent to sign such section. Each section 
shall have attached thereto the affidavit of the person 
soliciting signatures to the same, stating his own quali-
fications and that all the signatures to the attached sec-
tion were made in his presence and that to the best of 
his knowledge and belief each signature to the section 
is the genuine signature of the person whose name it pur-
ports to be, and no other affidavit thereto shall be re-
quired. The affidavit of any person soliciting signatures 
hereund~J" shall be verified free of charge by any officer 
authorized to administer oaths. Such petitions so veri-
fied shall be prima facie evidence that the signatures 
thereon are genuine and that the persons signing the 
same are qualified electors. Unless and until it be other-
wise proven upon official investigation, it shall be pre-
snmed that the petition presented contains the signatures 
of the requisite number of qualified electors. 
Each section of the petition shall be filed with the 
clerk or registrar of voters of the county or city and 
county in which it was circulated, but all said sections 
circulated in any county or city and county shall be 
filed at the same time. Within twenty days after the 
filing of such petition in his office the said clerk, or regis-
trar or voters, shall determine from the records of regis-
tration what number of qualified electors have signed 
the same, and if necessary the board of supervisors shall 
allow said clerk or registrar additional assistants for the 
purpose of examining such petition and provide for their 
compensation. The said clerk' or registrar, upon the 
completion of such examination, shall forthwith attach 
to said petition, except the signatures thereto appended, 
his certificate, properly dated, showing the result of said 
examination and shall forthwith transmit said petition, 
together with his said certificate, to the Secretary of 
State and also file a copy of said certificate in his office. 
Within forty days from the transmission of the said 
petition and certificate by the clerk or registrar to the 
Secretary of State, a supplemental petition identical with 
the original as to the body of the petition but containing 
supplemental names, may be filed with the clerk or reg-
istrar of voters, as aforesaid. The clerk or registrar of 
voters shall within ten days after the filing of such sup-
plemental petition make like examination thereof, as of 
the original petition, and upon the completion of such 
examination shall forthwith attach to said petition his 
certificate, properly dated, showing the result of said 
examination, and shall forth with transmit a copy of said 
supplemental petition, except the signatures thereto ap-
pended, together with his certificate, to the Secretary of 
State. 
When the Secretary of State shall have received 
from one or more county clerks or registrars of voters 
a petition certified as herein provided to have been signed 
by the requisite number of qualified electors, he shall 
forthwith transmit to the county clerk or registrar of 
voters of every county or city and county in the State 
his certificate showing such fact. A petition shall be 
deemed to be filed with the Secretary of State upon the 
date of the receipt by him of a certificate or certificates 
showing said petition to be signed by the requisite num-
ber of electors of the State. Any county clerk or regis-
trar of voters shall, upon receipt of such copy, file the 
same for reeord in his office. The duties herein imposed 
upon the clerk or registrar pf voters shall be performed 
by such registrar of voters in all cases where the office 
of registrar of voters exists. 
The initiative and referendum powers of the people 
are hereby further reserved to the electors of each 
county, city and county, city and town of the State, to 
be exercised under such procedure as may be provided 
by law. Until otherwise provided by law, the legislative 
body of any such county, city and county, city or town 
may provide for the manner of exercising the initiative 
and referendum powers herein reserved to such counties 
cities and counties, cities and towns, but shall not requir~ 
more than fifteen per cent of the electors thereof to pro-
• •• • pose any InItIatIve measure nor more than ten per cent 
of the electors thereof to order the referendum. Nothing 
contained in this section shall be construed as affecting 
or limiting the present or future powers of cities or cities 
and counties having charters adopted under the pro-
visions of Section eight of Article eleven of this Consti-
tution. In the submission to the electors of any measure 
under this section, all officers shall be guided by the gen-
eral laws of this State, except as is herein otherwise pro-
vided. This section is self-executing, but legislation may 
be enacted to facilitate its operation, but in no way lim· 
iting or restricting either the provisions of this section 
or the powers herein reserved. 
